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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4518 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SF PINT PINS 

SUB J : SCHOOL BOYCOTTS AND UNREST 

1 . SUMMARY: SCHOOL BOYCOTT HAS BEGUN IN EARNEST AGAIN 
IN PRETORIA TWONSHIP OF ATTERIDGEVILLE AND HAS SPREAD TO 
OTHER PREVIOUSLY UNAFFECTED AREAS. IN ATTERIDGEVILLE 

AND EAST LONDON THERE HAS BEEN ACCOMPANYING DISORDERS AND 
ARRESTS. STUDENT LEADER SAYS BOYCOTTS WILL CONTINUE 
UNTIL ALL DETAINED STUDENTS ARE RELEASED. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON AUGUST 25. THE SCHOOL BOYCOTT IN PRETORIA TOWNSHIP 
OF ATTERIDGEVILLE RESUMED. ON THAT EVENING DURING A 
"REPORT BACK" MEETING BETWEEN PARENTS AND TOWNSHIP 
ADVISORY BOARD OFFICIALS AT THE COMMUNITY HALL, 
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A CROWD OF OVER 1,000 YOUTHS, ACCORDING TO EYEWITNESSES, 

STONED THE BUILDING AND THEN INVADED IT SMASHING 
FURNITURE AS THE OCCUPANTS, ALSO NUMBERING OVER 1,000, 

FLED. POLICE ARRIVED ON THE SCENE TO ARREST SEVERAL 
YOUTHS AND LEAST ONE WAS REPORTEDLY WOUNDED BY GUNFIRE. 

ON THE SAME DAY, THREE ATTERIDGEVILLE SCHOOLS BEGAN A 
BOYCOTT WHICH HAS NOW REPORTEDLY SPREAD TO ALL SCHOOLS 
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IN THAT TOWNSHIP. THE PRESS ESTIMATES THAT ALMOST 
3,000 STUDENTS ARE NOW OUT OF SCHOOL, BUT ACCORDING TO 
EMBASSY SOURCES, THE NUMBER MAY BE MUCH HIGHER. 

UNREST HAS CONTINUED OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS WITH AT 
LEAST ONE SCHOOL BEING STONED AND 25 STUDENTS ARRESTED 
AT ANOTHER FOR INTIMIDATING OTHER STUDENTS. ONE 
SCHOOL BOARD CHAIRMAN HAS RESIGNED IN ATTERIDGEVILLE 
CITING THE "NEGATIVE ATTITUDE" OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
BANTU EDUCATION. 

3. SOWETO REMAINED QUIET WHILE THE BANTU ADMINISTRATION 
DEPARTMENT WENT THROUGH DIRECT TAKEOVER ROUTINE. 
MEANWHILE, THE BOYCOTT SPREAD TO EAST LONDON WHERE 
THERE HAS BEEN LOW ATTENDANCE AT TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS SINCE 
BEGINNING OF THE WEEK. THERE WAS AT LEAST ONE INCIDENT 
INVOLVING MORE THAN 200 STONE-CARRYING STUDENTS IN 
MDANTSANE DEMANDING THAT OTHER STUDENTS JOIN THEM IN 
THE BOYCOTT. POLICE USED DOGS AND BATONS TO BREAK 

UP THE CROWD BUT THERE WERE NO REPORTED ARRESTS 
OR INJURIES. 

4. AN ATTERIDGEVILLE STUDENT LEADER TOLD THE EMBASSY 
THAT THE BOYCOTT WAS WELL ORGANIZED AMONG OLDER 
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THAT IT WOULD NOW 
CONTINUE UNTIL RELEASE OF STUDENTS DETAINED IN 
CONNECTION WITH EARLIER DISTURBANCES. HE STATED AT 
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LEAST 30 STUDENTS WERE BEING DETAINED FROM ATTERIDGE- 
VILLE, SOME FOR OVER A MONTH NOW WITHOUT CHARGE. THE 
STUDENT LEADER HIMSELF HAD JUST BEEN RELEASED FROM 
THE CENTRAL POLICE STATION. 

5. PRESS REPORTS STATE THAT THERE IS GROWING CONCERN 

IN ATTERIDGEVILLE TOWNSHIPS THAT THE BOYCOTT MAY LEAD 
THE SAG TO DIRECT TAKEOVER OF SCHOOLS THEREBY THE BANTU 
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT AS IN SOWETO. 

6. COMMENT: DESPITE THE HARSH REACTIONS BY OFFICIALS 
RECENTLY TO SOWETO BOYCOTT WHICH INCLUDED POLICE ACTION 
AND SCHOOL CLOSURES, STUDENTS IN ATTERIDGEVILLE ARE 
GOING FORWARD WITH AN EFFECTIVE BOYCOTT. AS EARLIER 
BOYCOTT FAIRLY QUICKLY PETERED OUT, IT'S HARD TO PREDICT 
HOW LONG THIS ONE MIGHT LAST. OFFICIAL REACTION SIMILAR 
TO THAT IN SOWETO COULD RESULT IF ATTERIDGEVILLE STUDENTS 
PERSIST. 

BOWDLER 
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